
Children & Young People Now is a magazine and website for professionals working at all levels with 
children, young people and families. The magazine provides in-depth analysis, opinion and articles 

on best practice, targeting managers and senior practitioners involved in the commissioning and 
delivery of services. The website provides a breaking news service throughout the day for all  
practitioners and a host of  resources, including information on careers and funding.

July 2021  www.cypnow.co.ukwww.cypnow.co.uk

CONTENTS July 2021

 4 NEWS ROUNDUP
All the news that matters from the past month

 8 ANALYSIS
Social care Care Review’s first report sets out the case 
for changing how care placements are commissioned 8

Children’s services A new training programme aims 
to help aspiring leaders understand the realities of the 
role of director of children’s services  10

Education Council data highlights rising school 
absence rates after the first pandemic lockdown 12

Health Paediatric long Covid hubs are to co-ordinate 
therapeutic support to help children recover 13

Youth work Evaluation of £40m open-access youth 
work programme highlights links between quality 
provision and better outcomes for young people 14

16 INTERVIEW
Tulip Siddiq MP, Labour’s shadow children and early 
years minister

17 VIEWPOINT 

Feedback Remembering Ronke Martins-Taylor, 
Cafcass publishes domestic abuse plan

Editorial Derren Hayes on investing in the early years 
to narrow the attainment gap

Opinion Invest in childcare to tackle poverty gap; 
Corporate providers must be held to account 

20 FEATURE
Foster Carer Recruitment A shortage of foster carers 
was exacerbated by the pandemic but services are 
starting to see a surge in interest. Recruitment experts 
and local authorities discuss successful strategies

36 PROFESSIONAL
Inspections Early years providers 36

Legal Protecting children’s data; Social media and 
adoption 38

Research Screen use, Lifestyle Behaviours and 
Psychosocial Health in Adolescent Females 40

Funding Tampon Tax Fund 41

Leadership Flexible working 42

How I Got Here Carol-Anne Murphy, nurse consultant 
(CAMHS), North West Boroughs Healthcare NHS 
Foundation Trust 43

44 PRACTICE
Case Study Youth Violence Intervention Programme, 
Redthread 44

International Focus Inclusive education, Canada  46

Participation in Action Make a Change Fund, National 
Deaf Children’s Society 49

25 SPECIAL REPORT  
Social Mobility in the Early Years
Policy How interventions to boost young children’s 
outcomes and narrow the attainment gap aim to 
improve social mobility; Should ‘free’ childcare be 
for the most disadvantaged only?

Research Findings from the Early Years Alliance’s 
provider survey on the pandemic’s impact and the 
challenges in tackling the disadvantage gap; Key 
research reports and resources  

Practice Council redesigns care pathway to boost 
SLC support; Scheme trains parents to boost literacy 
skills of disadvantaged children 
COMING UP... Sexual Health (August), CSE (September) 
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (October)

20 25 49


